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READING LEAFLETS, FRANCES PARKER SCHOOL 

PARTI 

THE HARVEST 



JENNIE HALL 



The following reading-lessons were made for a second grade 
during the process of reaping their harvest of corn from the 
school garden, of grinding it into corn-meal, and of cooking the 
meal. The sources of other kinds of flour interested the pupils, 
and they made the experiment of grinding and sifting rice, barley, 
wheat, peas, acorns, oat-meal. They also collected and mounted 
samples of various grains and the foods produced from them. 
Strange ways of cooking, too, were of interest ; the children liked 
to hear about them and to try them. Among the Keystone Views 
are many stereoscopic pictures which were of great value in this 
piece of work. 

AN INDIAN CORNFIELD 

It was deep in the forest. 

Great trees stood around it. 

A little brook ran at one side. 

Houses made of bark stood near it. 

Paths led from the houses into the forest 

It was cool and dark in the woods. 

But the sun was shining on the cornfield. 

Tall dead trees stood among the corn. 

Once there had been no cornfield there. 

Then the trees grew close together. 

Bushes grew under them. 

But the Indians needed a cornfield. 

They cut down the bushes. 
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They pulled up the roots. 

They cut down the small trees. 

But it was hard to cut down the large ones. 

"We will let them stand," the Indians said. 

But their leaves kept out the sun. 

The corn needed sunshine. 

So the Indians made a fire at the foot of each tree. 

It burned the trunk. 

The trees were strong and full of sap. 

So they did not burn down. 

But they died. 

The leaves fell off. 

The sun shone down on the corn. 

The dead trees spread their bare branches above it. 

The corn waved its green leaves below them. 

CORN TENTS 

It was September. 

We children were playing in the cornfield. 

Big corn shocks stood about on the field. 

Big yellow pumpkins lay here and there. 

The ground was black and warm. 

The sun was hot. 

We sat in the shade of a shock. 

"The corn shocks look like Indian tents," said 

Edith. 
Then we all cried, 
"Let's play Indian !" 
Each child ran to a shock. 
He pushed himself into it. 
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There we sat in the doors of our tents. 
We looked out at one another. 
But John sat still on the ground. 
He was working with his knife and a cornstalk. 
"Why don't you come, John?" we called. 
"I am a white man making a fiddle," he said. 
" I will play it and you Indians may come and 
dance." 



